1
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Start Here, Go Anywhere!

Quick Facts
Campuses
Bessemer and Birmingham, Alabama
Year Established:
Total Credit Enrollment:
Total Non-Credit Enrollment:
Average Age:
Female Enrollment:
Male Enrollment:

Our Mission

Lawson State Community College is a comprehensive, diverse, public, two-year,
multi-campus college, which seeks to provide accessible quality educational opportunities,
promote economic growth and enhance the quality of life for people in its service area. The
College is dedicated to providing affordable and accessible lifelong learning opportunities
through varied instructional modes in order to prepare students for employment or career
advancement, enable students to transfer to senior colleges and universities, and provide
customized training for business and industry.

Lawson State Community College is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
to award the associate degree and certificates. Contact the Commision on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia
30033-4097 or call 404-679-4500 for questions about the accreditation of Lawson State Community College.

It is the policy of the Alabama State Board of Education and Lawson State Community College, a postsecondary institution under its
control, that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, or disability be excluded from participation
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program activity, or employment.
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1949
4240
4109
23
62%
38%

Awards:
Associate in Arts
Associate in Science
Associate in Applied Science
Associate in Occupational Technologies
Certificates
Short Certificates
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Message from the President
Welcome to Lawson State Community College!

I encourage you to learn more about the number of educational and recreational
opportunities that we have to offer. Come visit us - feel the aura of excitement
Welcome! Our doors are open to you at Lawson State Community College and pride that abounds at Lawson State - and then make Lawson State your
where you’ll become a part of a college community where students are the home!
number one priority and the attention is on the educational success and career
accomplishments of its students. You will be encouraged to pursue a curriculum Warmest Regards,
that meets and enhances personal interests and career needs. Knowing that
education continues beyond matriculation at Lawson State, it is our commitment
to prepare our students for a lifetime of living and learning.
We provide outstanding training and a wide range of academic offerings for
our students in a warm, supportive and respected environment. Furthermore,
our dedicated faculty and staff take a personal interest in the progress of each
student and work to engage, equip and empower all for success. As noted by
so many of our students, individual attention and satisfying experiences are
hallmarks of the college. I hasten to add that student engagement and student
satisfaction were also key to Lawson State being ranked in 2010 as one of
“America’s 50 Best Community Colleges” and ranked #5 in 2013 as a “Top 10
Overall Community College” by the Washington Monthly Magazine. You see, it’s
that personal touch that adds to our distinction.

Perry W. Ward, Ph.D.
President
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Academics
Academics

Lawson State General
Studies Degree Programs
Associate in Arts (A.A.) and
Associate in Science
(A.S.) Degrees

National Prestige

Areas of Concentration

Lawson State Community
College has been named
as one of the top
community colleges in
the nation. Lawson State
ranked #5 in the Best
Community Colleges
category of the 2013
Washington Monthly
College Rankings.
Approximately 700
institutions were included
in the rankings analysis
and Lawson State was the
only community college
in Alabama to rank in
the top 50.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Adult Education
Advertising
Applied Mathematics
Architecture
Art Areas
Athletic Training
Behavioral Science
Biology
Business
Business Education
Chemistry

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clinical Lab Sciences
Communication Studies
Computer Science
Criminal Justice
Criminology
Pre-Dentistry
Economics
Education
(various disciplines)
Engineering
(various disciplines)
English
Health & PE
History
Hotel and
Restaurant Mgmt.
Human Development
Journalism

Academics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lab Tech.
Pre-Law
Math
Pre-Medicine
Music
Pre-Nursing
Nutrition & Food Service
Pre-Occupational Therapy
Pre-Optometry
Pre-Osteopathic Medicine
Physical Education
Physics
Political Science
Pre-Pharmacy
Pre-Physical Therapy
Psychology
Public Administration

• Public Relations
• Public Safety
• Radiologic Sciences
• Rehabilitation Services
• Respiratory Therapy
• Social Science
• Social Work
• Sociology
• Spanish Education
• Special Education
• Sport and Fitness
• Surgical Physician Asst.
• Pre-Veterinary
*For more General Studies offerings,
see LSCC’s current catalog.

Associate in Applied Science
(A.A.S.) Degrees
Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounting
Automotive Service Technology:
Ford, General Motors, and Toyota
Business Administration
and Management
Child Development
(Early Childhood Education)
Computer Science
(Business Education)
Computer Science (Math)
Criminal Justice
Drafting and Design Technology
Electronics Engineering Technology
Registered Nursing
Office Administration
Office Administration
(Medical Technology)
Social Work Technology

Lawson State Community
College offers programs
and services through an
academic division and a
career/technical division.
These programs and
services are comprehensive and include university/
college transfer degree
programs; career/technical
education; adult education;
business and industry training; workforce development;
and civic, social, cultural
and personal development.
Instructional delivery will
continue to be varied and
flexible to include traditional
in-class activities, online,
distance learning, and web
enhanced instruction and
activities.
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Health Sciences
Health Sciences

STARS helps Lawson State
students make an easy transition to any public fouryear college or university
in Alabama while retaining all course credits. This
web-accessible database
system provides guidance
and direction to streamline the
transfer process. A Transfer
Guide/Agreement outlines the
first two years of course work
relative to the major of choice.
If the guidelines are followed
and the declared major does
not change, students can
transfer to any public fouryear school in Alabama. For
more information, consult
your academic advisor or
visit the STARS website at
www.stars.troy.edu
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Health care workers are among the most sought-after professionals in
today’s job market. Lawson State prepares students for success with
degree and certificate programs that combine lab and classroom study
to provide comprehensive training and career readiness.

Degree and Certificate Areas of Study
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dental Assisting
Health and Physical Education
Home Health Aide
Nurse Assistant
Pre-Nursing
Licensed Practical Nursing
Registered Nursing

Health Sciences
Nursing Mobility Program
Experienced LPNs can apply for Lawson State’s Nursing Mobility
program. Flexible scheduling allows you to continue working while you
prepare for the National Council Licensure Examination (NCLEX-RN)
and earn your Associate in Applied Science degree.
Once you complete the three-semester program, you’ll be qualified
to pursue careers in specialized areas like Pediatrics, Intensive Care,
or Gerontology. (Note: Admission to the ADN program is competitive
and admission to Lawson State does not guarantee admission to the
program.)

Why we
love Lawson
•
•
•
•

Quality education
Affordable rates
Tuition assisted programs
Flexible scheduling which
includes online, mini-terms,
day, evening and weekend
classes
• Over 100 College Transfer,
Health Professions, Career
Technical and Business
degrees and/or Areas of
Concentration under
General Studies
• A member of STARS which
allows for hundreds of
college transferable credits
to 4-year institutions
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Why I love
Lawson State
• Excellent health professions
programs on both campuses
to include RN, LPN, Dental
Assisting and EMS
• Qualified, experienced and
caring instructors,
administrators and staff
• Exciting new Career
Technical concentrations to
include: Automotive
Manufacturing and Robotics,
Alternative Fuels and New
Industry Certifications
• Partnerships with UAB,
Samford, Stillman,
University of Alabama,
UAB West, Microsoft, Novell,
CompTIA, General Motors,
Ford Motors, BMW, Toyota,
Children’s Hospital,
Alabama Power and many,
many more
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Technical
Technical

Lawson State offers day, evening, and
weekend classes with a wide range
of programs that prepare students for
careers in business and industry.

TECHNICAL PROGRAMS
Associate in Applied Science
Degrees (A.A.S.):
Accounting
Automotive Service Technology
(Ford, GM, and Toyota)
Building Construction
Computer Science
Drafting and Design
Electronic Engineering
Industrial Electronics
Office Administration

Associate of Occupational
Technologies Degree
Programs (A.O.T.):
Auto Body Repair
Automotive Mechanics
Commercial Art
Dental Assisting
Diesel Mechanics
Graphic Arts Communications
Welding

Certificate and Short
Certificates:
Air Conditioning / Refrigeration
Auto Body Repair*
Automotive Mechanics*
Barbering*
Building Construction
Business Administration /
Management
Carpentry*
Child Development
Commercial Art
Culinary Arts / Catering*
Computer Science
* Denotes “Ability to
Benefit” eligible programs.

Technical
Computer Science
(Business Administration)
Cosmetology*
Criminal Justice
Dental Assisting
Diesel Mechanics*
Drafting and Design
Electrical
EMS / EMT
Fire Science
Graphics and Printing*
Geographic Information Systems
Industrial Maintenance
Machine Tool Technology
Microelectronics
Nail Care*
Nurse Assistant*
Office Administration
Plumbing*
Radio / TV Production
Real Estate
Welding*

INDUSTRY CERTIFICATES
Certified Novell Engineer
CISCO-Certified Network Associate
Microsoft Certified
Systems Administrator
Microsoft Certified
Solutions Developer
Microsoft Certified
Systems Engineer
Microsoft Office User
Specialist
Microsoft Certified
Professional
* Denotes “Ability to
Benefit” eligible
programs.

Lawson State’s Associate
Degree programs are
designed for students who
seek immediate entry into
the workforce, as well as
those who plan to continue
their education at a four-year
college.
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Student Life
Student Life

Career Services

• Quality Programs
• Solid Reputation
• Advanced Technology
• Variety of Degrees
• Flexible Scheduling
• Easy Credit Transfer
• Convenient Locations
• Caring Faculty and Staff
• Online Courses
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The Career Services Center functions as a bridge between the
student’s academic preparation and the world of work. The Center
has numerous activities, including career counseling, maintaining
a career information library, receiving and publishing job vacancy
notices, arranging for prospective employers to visit the campus,
interviewing applicants, mailing students’ credentials to prospective
employers, and publicizing campus interviews.

Housing
The Residence Facility is a place for living and learning. Constructed
in 2007, this smoke-free facility provides housing for 120 students.
It is also a place you will make new friends during your enrollment.
Residence Hall applications are available through the Office of
Student Life (929-6352). Room assignments are made on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Student Life
Sports
Lawson State Community College is committed to providing quality
intercollegiate and intramural programs designed to foster the personal growth of each student. These programs encourage individual
and team achievement while fostering academic success. A variety of
athletics and recreational facilities are available. The newly renovated
Arthur Shores Fine Arts Building is equipped with a modern fitness
center, hardwood court gym, swimming pool, and locker facilities.
Students may participate in basketball, baseball, volleyball, field and
track, cross-country, tennis, swimming and golf.
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Student Organizations
Student Organizations

“Lawson State provides
the total college experience.
In addition to excelling in
academic programs, you
can participate with the
clubs and organizations
and enjoy sports. There is
something for everyone.”

12
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Student Organizations
Activities
Activities at the College represent a diversity of student interests.
Students are encouraged to participate in annual activities designed to
set the cultural, spiritual, moral, and academic tone of the institution.
Such activities include: SGA elections, installation of SGA officers,
convocations, annual Christmas musicals, African-American history
month, Career Fair, Blue and Gold Week, blood drives, Martin Luther
King, Jr. celebration, vocational education week, health fairs,
homecoming, art exhibits, honors convocation, and commencement
activities.

Student Organizations
Student organizations are open to all students.
These include: Student Government Association, Association of
Information Technology Professionals, Alpha Theta Phi Library Society,
Kappa Beta Delta International Honor Society, Phi Beta Lambda,
Lawson State Ambassadors, Students in Free Enterprise, Student
National Education Association, Inter-Club Council, Psychology Club,
Human Services Club, Golden Key Club, Student Nurses Association,
Pep Squad, Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society, Skills USA (VICA), AWS
(American Welding Society), American Dental Assistants Association,
SME (Society of Manufacturing Engineers), Dance Team, Cheerleaders,
and the Choir.

“It’s obvious that Lawson
State believes in balancing
academic and social life.
There is always something
exciting to do and they
are very active in the
community; therefore on
the weekends one can
usually find a Lawson
State sponsored event
that the students and their
family and friends can
participate in and enjoy.”
Ebony
Irondale, Alabama

Student Health Services Office
Student health services provides direct, basic health care to all students
following assessments, illness or injury by licensed staff. Wellness is
an integral component of our student health services.
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Student Services
Student Services

“The Student Services
Division is committed to
helping each student at
Lawson State Community
College achieve his/her goals.
The division assists students
with admissions, advisement,
counseling services, registration, orientation, academic
support services, special
needs services, student
activities, and career planning.
Professionally trained staff
are available to assist each
student individually in
evaluating his or her
potential for success as
he or she selects a program
of study.”
Dr. Cynthia Anthony
Dean of Students
14
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Counseling Services
The counseling staff provides professional guidance and counseling
services. Services include: personal counseling, career and academic
advisement, assessment (achievement, aptitude, career, interest,
personality, self-directed search and values inventory), college
transfer information, student activities information, tutorial services,
and academic placement. Special needs referrals are made as
needed and all services are confidential.

TRIO Programs
TRIO programs at the College are federally funded programs that
identify youth or adults who are low income or first generation
students. Participants are selected according to their potential for
academic success. TRIO is comprised of two programs: Upward
Bound and Student Support Services.

We invite you to come
and see us, walk around
the campus and become
personally acquantied
with all that is truly
distinctive about Lawson
State.
Tours are scheduled on
Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
by appointment.
To arrange a visit
contact the office of
Student Recruitment at:
Student Records Office
The Student Records Office primarily stores and maintains student
academic records. This office provides transcripts of student
academic records (official and student copies), facilitates registration
each semester for credit classes, verifies and certifies student
enrollment status. In addition, the office processes grade changes,
certificates and degrees, and changes in student information.

Bessemer Campus
(205) 929-3412
Birmingham Campus
(205) 929-6392 or
(205) 929-6421

Student Recruitment Office
The Student Recruitment Office is comprised of the College’s recruitment team. The team actively promotes the College and its programs
of study in a variety of venues while assisting prospective students’
transition into the College’s student body.
The Admissions Office and the Office of Student Financial Services
are also part of Student Services. These areas are discussed within
separate sections of this publication.

Visit Us!
You’ll Be Impressed!
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Financial Aid
Financial Aid

• GRANTS
• WORK-STUDY
• SCHOLARSHIPS

Numerous financial aid options are available for Lawson
State students, including grants, scholarships, and workstudy programs. Detailed information is available at our
Office of Student Financial Services.

Federal Pell Grants
Pell Grants are awards that do not require repayment.
Amounts are based on individual or family financial
circumstances and range from $400-$5550 per year.
Applicants must complete the Free Application for Federal
Student (FAFSA) available at Lawson State or online at
www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Other financial assistance programs available through
Lawson State:
• Tuition Management System
• Veterans’ Programs
• Alabama GI Dependents Scholarship Program
• Alabama National Guard Educational Assistance
• Alabama Student Assistance Program (ASAP)
• Alabama Prepaid Affordable College Tuition (PACT)
• Vocational Rehabilitation
• Workforce Investment Act (WIA)

Scholarships

These federal grants are awarded to students demonstrating
exceptional financial need. Priority is given to Pell Grant
recipients.

Lawson State is your source for a wide range of private and
institutional scholarships, including academic, athletic, technical and performing arts. Full-time students who maintain
qualifying grade-point averages and fulfill other requirements
can keep these scholarships throughout their programs of
study The scholarship deadline is April 15.

Alabama Student Assistance Program

LSCC Federal Financial Aid Code: 001059

Federal Supplemental Educational
Opportunity Grant

The Alabama Student Assistance Program (ASAP) is a
state-funded grant made available to Alabama residents
demonstrating the greatest financial need who are Federal
Pell Grant eligible. Funds are limited.

Work Study Programs
16
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Federal and college-sponsored programs allow students to
work on campus for 10-15 hours per week. Job opportunities
are limited and students are encouraged to apply early.

Visit our web site at
www.lawsonstate.edu

Admissions
Admissions

The Office of Admissions is located in the Student Services
Center, Building A on the Bessemer Campus while the Office
of Admissions and The Student Records Office share combined
office space on the second floor of the Administration Building
A on the Birmingham Campus.
The offices operate Mondays-Thursdays, 8:00 a.m. until 7:00
p.m. and on Fridays 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Campus tours
may be scheduled by calling 205-929-3412. Email general
questions to admissions@lawsonstate.edu or call 205-9296309 (Birmingham Office) or 205-929-3414 (Bessemer Office)
for assistance.
For your convenience, the Admissions forms section of our
website includes a useful six step enrollment guide.
Interested applicants to the college should note the
following:
•
•

You may complete and submit an admission application
by mail, in person, or online at www.lawsonstate.edu
To meet the requirements of the State Board of Education
ID policy, we must receive acceptable forms of
identification before you may be admitted. For additional
information on this process, visit our website and click the
Admissions link.

•

•

•
•

•

•

•
•

•

As applicable, request that your official college transcript(s)
and / or GED score report or high school transcript be mailed
to either office location. (Lawson State Community College,
Admissions Office, 3060 Wilson Road, S.W., Birmingham,
AL 35221 OR Lawson State Community College, Bessemer
Campus, 1100 9th Avenue S.W., Bessemer, AL 35022).
Complete the Compass Placement Assessment, unless you
are exempt. (Exemption information is published on our
website.) Compass placement assessments occur
weekly on either campus. To schedule your assessment,
call (Birmingham) 205-929-6385 or (Bessemer)
205-929-3418.
All current College admissions policies are published in our
catalog and on our website.
Students not awarded The Alabama High School Diploma
or its equivalent or the GED may be admitted under the
“Ability to Benefit” provision after successfully completing
an ability to benefit assessment. For more information,
call 205-929-6385.
Students enter or re-enter the College prior to fall, spring
or summer semesters. The College also provides shorter
terms, called mini terms, within the regular fall, spring, and
summer semesters.
Some allied health programs require departmental
program applications by specific deadlines for admission
to those programs.
Class schedule information is published on the website
and in print for your convenience.
Transfer credit is evaluated and posted on a first come,
first served basis prior to a student’s first semester if
possible. Further information on transfer credits may be
found in the college’s catalog.
The Lawson State Community College ACT Code is 0078.
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Centers for Success
SPACE Center – “Student Persistence through
Assistance and Collaborative Efforts”

referrals, faculty/staff awareness activities, collaboration and
resource sharing, and special programs and community-based
The SPACE Center is a comprehensive center designed to activities. These supportive services enhance persistence,
provide a structured means of ensuring that students are student learning, and overall student success. Counselors and
aware of and utilize the services and assistance provided other College personnel proactively assist students in utilizing
by the College. Services include tutoring, counseling, aca- these services. The SPACE Center operates in collaboration
demic advisement, mentoring, technology-based services, with the Freshman Academy and the Center for Teaching
student financial services assistance, academic support Excellence and Learning (CTEL).
activities and programming, non-academic support and

The Freshman Academy
The Freshman Academy is a one semester, one credit-hour,
two contact-hour course designed to introduce first-year
students to the Lawson State Community College experience.
The course emphasizes student development in their commitment to academic success and focuses on the acceptance of
individual responsibility in their academic, social and personal
pursuits. It explains college services; examines college policies
and procedures; explores educational goals and career plans;
helps students identify their learning styles; provides seminars,
workshops, guest speakers; and provides a variety of out-ofclass experiences to impact the educational process and to
improve student success skills. The Freshman Academy is
designed to engage students in the learning process, to equip
students with knowledge, skills, resources and experiences,
and to empower students with a sense of intellectual curiosity
about the learning process and its impact on their academic,
social and personal choices.
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Honors College
ADMISSION

PROGRAM GOALS

Students must apply to Lawson State Community
College and the Honors College in order to be
considered for admission into the program. The
program is open to full-time returning students
or first semester freshmen at Lawson State
with no prior history of disciplinary issues.
The admissions criteria are listed below.

• To deliver a world-class educational
experience that is highly sought after by
students of the highest caliber in regards to
academic performance and character

Current/Returning Students:
• 3.3/4.0 GPA or higher
• Minimum 12 semester hours (100 level
courses or higher) completed
• Maximum 18 semester hours obtained
• 1 Faculty recommendation

MISSION

• Active involvement in student organizations

Lawson State Community College Honors College
aspires to offer an engaging educational experience
that cultivates academic excellence to ultimately
produce a student who is culturally diverse and
civic-minded with a global perspective. The Honors
College is dedicated to providing an atmosphere that
promotes critical thought and team-building through
a variety of collaborative experiences. Through
these initiatives, the Honors College empowers the
student to embrace intellectual challenges, to champion civic responsibilities and to actively participate
and positively contribute to a global society.

• Absolutely no history of disciplinary issues
• Personal Interview
First Semester Freshman:
• 3.3/4.0 GPA or higher

• To offer a multi-discipline curriculum designed
to stimulate curiosity and critical thought in the
content areas that matter most to the individual
student
• To provide students with relevant
educational experiences in the form of
internships, travel (both internationally and
throughout the U.S.) and research opportunities
as a means of affirming personal interest in a
chosen field of study
• To provide students with internships and
mentorship opportunities
• To provide students with a variety of enriching
and rewarding educational experiences
• To promote a philosophy of “education

• 20 ACT score (comparable SAT or
COMPASS scores accepted)
• Maximum of 1 developmental education
placement
• Absolutely no history of disciplinary issues
• Active involvement in extra-curricular
activities
• Personal interview
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Bessemer Campus
(Exit 108 off Interstate 20/59)
1100 - 9th Avenue SW
Bessemer, Alabama 35022

Birmingham Campus
3060 Wilson Road, SW
Birmingham, Alabama 35221

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
LAWSON STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

925-2515

Academic Dean
Admission and Records
Admissions Office-Bessemer Campus
Records Office-Bessemer Campus
Alabama Center for Automotive Excellence
Athletics
Associate Dean – Liberal Arts/College Transfer
Associate Dean of Career Technical
Associate Dean of Health Professionals
Bookstore
Business Affairs
Associate Dean of Business and Information Technologies
Campus Tours (Bessemer Campus)
Campus Tours (Birmingham Campus)

929-6357
929-6309
929-3414
929-3410
929-3483
929-6389
929-6314
929-6306
929-6437
929-6310
929-6334
929-6306
929-3412
929-6392
929-6421
929-3433
929-6348
929-6383

Career Technical Programs
College Transfer Programs
Counseling Services

Dean of Student Life
Dean of Students
Dual Enrollment Program
General Education
Housing
Humanities
Career Services
Library Services
LSCC Police
Manufacturing and Engineering
Mathematics and Science
Social Sciences
Student Financial Services
Student Life
Student Recruitment

Student Support Services

Visit our web site at www.lawsonstate.edu
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929-6311
929-3510
929-3412
929-3449
929-6352
929-2065
929-3514
929-6333
925-3587
929-3451
929-6348
929-6382
929-6380
929-3423
929-6352
929-6392
929-6421
929-3412
929-3413
929-3518
929-6397

