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Lawson State's baseball team loaded with local high school players

Paul Davis
pdavisn70@aol.com
The Lawson State
Community College baseball

team under second-year head

goach Blake Lewis has just

d up 1o #20 in the latest

al - Junior College
Association poll.

{his year. That's u big turn-

around from last year's 17-32.

Another pan of the reason
for his success is his recruiting.
Yes, he has players on his 31
member

Lawson State third

as Miami and Texas.

But 11 of the young men on
this year's team played their
high school baseball at metro
area schools, with nine of them
coming from strong programs
in our local area.

Five are from McAdory
High; four are from Pleasant
Grove. He's getting his share,
maybe more, of homegrown

' Speaking of which, it would
not be inaccurate to call Blake
Lewis “Mr. Homegrown'. He
grew up in Hueytown and grad-
uated from Pleasant Grove
High. His father, Gary Lewis,
is the current baseball coach at
Bessemer Academy. He intro-
duced his son to Little League
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baseman, Aaron Marcus, scoops up a

mn‘w in practice before the Shelton State game on
ay, April 1. Marcus played'his high school ball at
Pleasant Grove.

when Blake was just five years
old.

*Dad started me off," he
recalled fondly, "coached me
all the way to high school.
Gave me a love for the game.
My dream was to be a profes-
sional baseball player. When
that didn't work eut, I knew
wanted to be around it. Here I
am, lucky to be a head coach of
gram.” From a distance, you
can't tell him from his players.
He looks that yousg.

It was mentioned to him that
because of tough economic
leges are having to cut back
their athletic programs. Some
will even be eliminating base-

ball next year. Not so Lawson
State.

*Our President, Dr. Perry
Ward, has no intention of drop-
ping any of our athletic pro-

(men's and women's bas-
ketball, baseball and volley-
ball),” he declared.

“There’s a major upgrade of
our gym, locker rooms and
weight rcoms underway. This
actually furthers education by
atracting students and keeping
athletes focused on staying eli-
gible. This is really a great

component
of his team's success: hard
work

'E‘mwydemmﬂins.‘nid

the 28 year old head coach who
looks barely out of college
‘himself. "Our guys know they
are going to work. 1 ask a lot of
them. If you want to be good,
you've got to work.”

He paused. "And it doesn't
take talent to hustle, Attitude is
50 important. You've got to
have some purpose for being
here.”

He means thtt in the broad-

the kids to be an inlegral part of
his baseball program.

“Once they stait doing this,
going around to the children's
rooms, giving out presents,
baseballs, playing games with
them, it's like Christmas com-
ing five or six times a year," he
said

*The kids remember them.
The team looks forward to it.
You've got to give something
back. It makes us extremely
thankful r:nrwlnwsuwdn

The Lawson Stte bdll park
is one of the top three or four
such facilities in the state.
Admission to home games is
free. For schedule, go to
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